April 25, 2016
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran
c/o H.E. Mr. Gholamali Khoshroo
Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United
Nations
622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor
New York, NY 10017, USA
Email: iran@un.int
Fax: +1 (212) 867-7086
Your Excellency,

We write on behalf of the Middle East Studies Association (MESA) of North
America and its Committee on Academic Freedom to express our deep
concern about the ongoing imprisonment of Omid Kokabee, a doctoral
student in physics at the University of Texas at Austin, about whom we wrote
to you on January 3, 2013. We are writing to you a second time, and with
great urgency, as Mr. Kokabee’s health has deteriorated significantly, having
recently undergone emergency surgery to remove his right kidney. We call
upon you, on humanitarian grounds, to release Mr. Kokabee from prison
without delay so that he may get the special care he needs.

MESA was founded in 1966 to promote scholarship and teaching on the
Middle East and North Africa. The preeminent organization in the field, MESA
publishes the International Journal of Middle East Studies and has nearly
3000 members worldwide. MESA is committed to ensuring academic
freedom of expression, both within the region and in connection with the
study of the region in North America and elsewhere.
Omid Kokabee was arrested in February 2011 while on a visit to Iran.
Following a15-month incarceration, he was put on trial, accused of
communicating with a hostile government and receiving illegal funds. Mr.
Kokabee vigorously and repeatedly denied all charges and clarified that the
illegalities he was accused of related to the normal conduct of academic
work, including regular interactions with other scholars and receiving
scholarships for graduate studies. Furthermore, and despite several
irregularities – among them that Mr. Kokabee was denied access to his
lawyer during his trial, and that no conclusive evidence was presented at
court to substantiate illegal activities – he was sentenced, in May 2012, to 10
years in prison. The sentence was upheld by a court of appeal in August
2012.
When we wrote to you in January 2013, we objected to the unsubstantiated
charges against Mr. Kokabee and the procedural irregularities that caused
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him additional prejudice, and called for his release. We noted, as well, that his
health was fragile, and that he had been denied necessary medical care in
prison. Now, three years since our first letter, we learn than Mr. Kokabee,
who has been in prison with deteriorating health and poor medical attention
for more than five years, was recently diagnosed with advanced kidney
cancer. Indeed, he has suffered from digestive troubles and repeated
incidents of kidney stones and related complications since his incarceration.
So serious was his condition when, after several years of suffering, he was
finally taken to appropriate medical facilities, that he had to undergo
emergency surgery, on April 20th, to remove his entire right kidney. To
survive with a single kidney and compromised health, Mr. Kokabee now
requires very special, consistent care.
Given the new and very alarming circumstances related to his health, we
urge the government to demonstrate compassion and release Omid Kokabee
from prison, on humanitarian grounds, without further delay.
Thank you for your attention to this matter. We await the honor of your
reply.
Yours sincerely,

Beth Baron
MESA President
Professor, City University of New York
Amy W. Newhall
MESA Executive Director
Associate Professor, University of Arizona
cc:

The Honorable Hassan Rouhani, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Ayatollah Sadeqh Larijani, Head of the Judiciary
The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights

