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8 February 2022 
 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennet  
Fax: +972-2-5664838 
 
Minister of Education Yifat Shasha-Biton 
Fax: +972-2-5602390 
Email: sar@edu.gov.il  
 
Minister of Justice Gideon Sa’ar 
Fax: +972-2-6285438 
 
Brigadier General Ghasan Alyan 
Head of Civil Administration in the West Bank, Coordination of Government 
Activities in the Territories (COGAT) 
Fax: +972-2-6599133 
  
Chief Clerk Idit Malul 
Supreme Court of the State of Israel 
Fax: +972-2-6759648 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister, Ministers, Brigadier-General, and Chief Clerk, 
 
We write to you on behalf of the Committee on Academic Freedom of the 
Middle East Studies Association of North America (MESA) to protest the Israeli 
military’s 10 January 2022 storming of the gates of Birzeit University, arrest of 
five students and firing of live ammunition on university grounds. We 
condemn in the strongest terms this horrifying escalation of ongoing assaults 
on Palestinian universities, and Birzeit University in particular.   
 
MESA was founded in 1966 to promote scholarship and teaching on the 
Middle East and North Africa. The preeminent organization in the field, MESA 
publishes the International Journal of Middle East Studies and has nearly 2800 
members worldwide. MESA is committed to ensuring academic freedom of 
expression, both within the region and in connection with the study of the 
region in North America and elsewhere. 
 
On 10 January 2022, Israeli military forces, including undercover units 
disguised as locals, arrested five Birzeit students. They are Ismail Barghouthi, 
Waleed Harazneh, Abdel-Hafez Sharabati, Mohammed Khatib, and Qassem 
Nakhleh. During the invasion of the university campus and arrests, Ismail 
Barghouti was shot by the IDF in the thigh and required hospitalization, and 
two others were severely beaten. These students, all of them part of the 
leadership of the student movement at Birzeit University, were, like their 
peers, participating in protests and rallies, and organizing campus gatherings 
and other ordinary student activities. These five students join the nearly 80 
Birzeit University students currently under arrest, some of whom are being 
held without charge under administrative detention. Our committee has 
written to you several times about the persistent, egregious  attacks on 
Palestinian university students and staff, and in particular those at Birzeit 
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University (see our latest letters, dated 22 December 2021; 21 July 2021; 28 
June 2021; for  earlier letters, see, for example,  11 April 2019.)  
 
As with the previous incidents, we strongly condemn these most recent 
arrests and the invasion of Birzeit University’s campus. Palestinian students, 
like students elsewhere, have every right to peaceful protest and to organizing 
in ways they see fit. To arrest them as they protest is a violation of their 
academic freedom and freedom of speech.  
 
The attacks and detentions described above are grave violations of basic rights 
to education and academic freedom. They are a part of a larger assault on the 
Palestinian right to education in the West Bank: an assault that has grown 
increasingly brutal in recent months. Detaining students increases the time 
they need to spend toward the attainment of academic degrees, while 
arresting faculty members disrupts instruction. The new measures, in which 
students, including student leaders, faculty members, and administrators are 
detained while on university grounds, turn campuses from safe spaces into 
zones where students’ and staff members’ politics put them in grave danger.   
 
These arbitrary arrests and detentions of students are also a clear violation of 
the right to education enshrined in Article 26 of the 1948 Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and Article 13 of the 1966 International 
Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights. Israel is a party to the 
UDHR and a signatory to the ICESCR and is therefore obligated to uphold 
them. We call upon you to cease these attacks on Palestinian universities and 
protect the rights of all Palestinian students to an education. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Eve Troutt Powell 
MESA President 
Professor, University of Pennsylvania 
 
 

 
Laurie Brand 
Chair, Committee on Academic Freedom 
Professor Emerita, University of Southern California 
 
 

https://mesana.org/advocacy/committee-on-academic-freedom/2021/12/23/letter-to-israeli-government-protesting-its-latest-attacks-on-palestinian-universities-and-civil-society-organizations
https://mesana.org/advocacy/committee-on-academic-freedom/2021/07/21/letter-protesting-israeli-army-arrest-of-45-palestinian-university-students-and-ongoing-detention-of-15-after-solidarity-visit-to-demolished-home-in-turmus-aya
https://mesana.org/advocacy/committee-on-academic-freedom/2021/06/28/letter-protesting-the-killing-of-fadi-washaha-and-ongoing-targeting-of-palestinian-students
https://mesana.org/advocacy/committee-on-academic-freedom/2021/06/28/letter-protesting-the-killing-of-fadi-washaha-and-ongoing-targeting-of-palestinian-students
https://mesana.org/advocacy/committee-on-academic-freedom/2019/04/11/arbitrary-arrests-of-birzeit-university-students
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cc: 
European Coordination of Committees and Associations for Palestine (ECCP) 
Michael Lynk, UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian territories 
James Heenan, UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
Ramallah 
UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, MENA section 
Noha Bawazir, Head of Office and UNESCO Representative, UNESCO Liaison 
Office, Ramallah, Palestinian delegation to UNESCO 
Viktor Almqvist, Press Officer - Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) and 
Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) – European Parliament 
The Honorable Veronica Michelle Bachelet Jeria, The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
The Honorable Mary Lawlor, UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of 
Human Rights Defenders 
Maria Arena, Chair of the Europeans Parliament Subcommittee on Human 
Rights 
Dunja Mijatovic, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights 
Kato Piri, Member, Committee on Foreign Affairs, European Parliament 
Irene Khan, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and 
Protection of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression 
 


